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January 4
NO SCHOOL
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
NO SCHOOL           Happy Thanksgiving! 

December 18

I want to take a moment to say welcome to our newest class of Academy students & parents and welcome back to all those returning!  Already this year, I have seen students engaged in class and working on some really interesting challenges.  I am excited about what this year has to offer each of you in the world of Agriculture.  I look forward to continuing to build relationships with each student.  If at any time during this school year you have a question or concern, whether it be academy related or just in general, please do not hesitate to contact me Monday through Friday 7:00 AM-2:30 PM at 931-387-3201 ext. 1125 or by email at bethany.erb@cmcss.net
Thank you and I hope you have a wonderful year at Central!
---Bethany Erb, Academy of Plant and Animal Systems Counselor
½ day for Makeup Exams
December15 -17
Mid Term Exams
November 
25-27
montgomerycentral.weebly.com  

On this site you will find everything from graduation requirements to  links of colleges that offer majors in Agriculture
Montgomery Central High School 
Academy of Plant & Animal Systems 
Pg. 1
2015-16 Welcome
Upcoming Dates
Erb Garden
Issue 1 Fall 2015

Bethany Erb, School Counselor
Volume 3
DUAL ENROLLMENT
Large Animal Science		
In the News
Greenhouse
Management
This year while our junior class is not participating in challenges, they are still busy!  In Greenhouse Management, students have been working in the Greenhouses by the baseball field and building their own small-scale functioning greenhouses.   Large Animal Science students have been studying large animal safety and handling, laws and regulations, and agricultural innovations.  They have also been training for their BQA/PQA certifications (Beef/Pork Quality Assurance), which are National Industry Certifications.
This year we begin a new partnership with UT-Martin.   Students in 11th grade were able to enroll in the Dual Enrollment program with UT-Martin and take an online college course.  The course is taught by a professor at UT-Martin and includes college students in the course as well.   Choices included Natural Resource Management, Agribusiness and Intro to Horse Science.  Students were able to apply for the Dual Enrollment Grant through TSAC and their first two college courses are FREE!  All they needed to pay for is books.   We plan to extend this opportunity to include courses from APSU including Veterinary Terminology in the fall.
This scale replica greenhouse was made by two of our junior students, Ashleigh Hosea and Katlynn Neblett.  It is fully functioning with live plants and watering system.   At the time of this picture, they were not finished, but I couldn’t wait to show it off!



Each year, as part of the Academy, students will complete challenges designed to incorporate all academy core subjects to solve real world problem using the Engineering Design Process.
Challenge #2—Agriculture Education
How much do you know about Agriculture and the world around you??  This challenge had our 9th grade students promoting Agriculture Education.   A survey was created and given to all 9th grade students through Freshmen Focus.  Students in four other local high schools also took the survey. Then the Academy Algebra I classes calculated, disaggregated, graphed and charted the data.  In World History, students studied the historical impact of Agriculture.  Students were then asked to write a research paper using the data to support the need for Agriculture Education.
Challenge #1—What makes good compost?
In this challenge, students collected waste from the cafeteria at MCHS.  Materials were separated into paper, fruits and vegetables, and trash.  The waste was measured to determine how much was thrown away on a given day from lunch.  Students then used the biodegradable materials from the cafeteria along with materials they brought from home (even faculty brought in some items!) to mix together what they felt would make the best compost.  
Fall 2015 Challenges
What do students do in Freshmen Focus?
From Orientation Camp where they all learned to scream the words to Neil Diamond’s “Sweet Caroline” to the classroom activities in which friends were decorated with masking tape and toilet paper, the freshmen class is having a once in a lifetime experience.  While Freshmen Focus is designed to teach incoming 9th graders the ins and outs of High School, they are also learning that no matter what they are all in this together.  Freshmen Focus is 50-minute class period in which 2 days a week students participate in lessons and fun activities centered around topics such as Study Habits, Building Relationships, Career Goals, Preventing Bullying, and Healthy Life Choices.  The other 3 days of the week are devoted to Study Time.  Students are required to bring something to study or work on during class time.  Each class is assigned a teacher and at least 3 mentors, who are juniors or seniors, who lead the activities.

Challenge #2—Benefits of Fertilizer
Students germinated seeds and measured their growth.  Then they had to justify the use of fertilizers as a source of essential plant nutrients by calculating fertilizer formulations, and performing different methods of fertilizer application.  In Geometry, students analyzed the data collected from the plants in the greenhouse and used their graphs infer how the photosynthesis process was affected using the different amounts of fertilizer. Students will write a conclusion paragraph that data can explain the photosynthesis process in plants.  Then they had to justify the use of fertilizers as a source of essential plant nutrients by performing different methods of fertilizer application.
Challenge #1---Ethics in Agriculture
This challenge had our 10th grade students discussing Ethical Issues in Agriculture.  Students concentrated on the genetic modification (GMOs) of plants or animals depending on their Academy CTE Course.  Students were given a topic and asked to argue either for or against the issue.  Small Animal classes had topics such as Tail Docking, Chicken Culling and castration.  Principles of Plant and Hydroculture focused on GMOs in plants and other food.  Students’ final product was a technology -integrated presentation using programs such as Prezi or Powtoon.  Examples of student work can be seen on the MCHS Counseling website under Academy > Academy Challenges.
Counselor’s Corner
What does the Counselor do?
	The School Counselor is a wealth of valuable information for students and parents/guardians.  Some of the services we provide to students include:
Individual and Group Counseling--(academics, career, personal/social concerns) failing classes, conflict resolution, grief, dealing with divorce, stress, test anxiety, High School and Post-Secondary Course Planning, NCAA Eligibility requirements, Navigator Career Assessment, Scholarships, FAFSA, self-esteem, study skills
	Counselors are also available to answer questions from parents about Powerschool, help connect students with tutoring opportunities, and provide College and Career information.
This year we are pleased to add 3 new faculty members to the Academy:
Nick Welfare—English I  						   Paige Walker—Physical Science		                                        Andy Whitehead—Geometry
They join the faculty returning from last year:
Danny Boner—Small Animal, Greenhouse Mgt, Prin. of Plant Benton Jackson—Algebra I				             Nathan Hey—World History & Geography		              Ashlyn Fussell—Agriscience, Large Animal, Dual Enrollment Ashlie Bucciarelli—Biology 		 		           Kathryn Jackson—English II						 Will Ferrell—Academy Administrator				   Bethany Erb---Academy Counselor

Academy Faculty


[image: ][image: ]Homecoming: Katie Ray,                Ms. Fussell and Lainey Gonzales

Student and Parent Surveys
2014-2015
Montgomerycentral.weebly.com
Click on the survey link at the bottom left
The MCHS Counseling Department is always looking to improve our services to both students and parents.  Therefore, we have created a brief survey to allow for feedback. Please take a minute to complete the short survey and let us know how we are doing and/or how we can improve!
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